
Instrument Showcase Night Walk-Through 
 

Schedule:  one week (if possible) before band class signup date 

Facilities:  either at the beginners’ school or the high school band room 

Materials:  demonstration instruments, tables for displaying the instruments, mouthpiece 

disinfectant, adequate supply of reeds, posters/signs promoting band and/or the instruments 

 
Set Up 
To accommodate large groups of beginners, the Instrument Showcase can be divided, for 

example with students with last names starting with A–L coming between 4:00 and 5:30, and 

M–Z between 5:30 and 7:00. 

Tables are set up with the demo instruments, mouthpieces, disinfectant, and supplies. Seating 

should be available for parents and students who are waiting their turn.   High school band 

students are stationed at the door with the Showcase sheets, aptitude surveys, and band 

signup forms. 

Greeting 
As the students and parents enter the band hall, the high school band students greet them and 

fill in the child and parent’s name on a blank band signup sheet.  They staple the band signup 

sheet to the Showcase sheet and aptitude survey, and direct the students and parents to the 

trial tables. 

Directors (and any helpers they’ve recruited for the evening) meet the students and parents at 

the trial tables and help the students try the instruments. Each student should try at least three 

instruments including those they checked on the Showcase signup form.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amromusic.com/join-the-band-flyer


Instrument Showcase and Surveys 
As the student tries the instruments, the director makes notes on the aptitude survey forms 

about how the student does, the child’s facial and mouth structure, and coordination 

tendencies. With the director’s guidance the student ranks their top three choices of 

instruments and the director notes them on the survey form. 

After the student has tried the instruments, the director explains that he will use this 

information and the aptitude survey scores later to recommend an appropriate instrument for 

each child and create a balanced instrumentation for the band. 

The director asks parent and student if they have any questions, and asks the parent to fill in 

and sign the band sign-up form. He tells them they should not look for an instrument right 

away, since instrument types haven’t been assigned yet. He welcomes them to the band, gives 

them a New Band Member letter, and thanks them for coming. 

 


